
Exposure Bracketing:  
A Simple Trick For Nailing The Exposure Every Time 

One of the hardest things to perfect in a photo is the exposure, as there are many 
pieces to bring together for the perfect image. Exposure bracketing allows you to take 
images at different exposures which gives you the security of knowing that one of them 
will have captured the light in the best possible way. 

So what’s the best way to use exposure bracketing, both during the shoot and in post? 
Here’s how a simple camera setting can make sure you capture all the details in a 
single press of the shutter. 

WHAT IS AEB OR AUTO EXPOSURE BRACKETING? 

 



 

Exposure bracketing can be done manually by taking a shot, adjusting the exposure 
compensation or shutter speed and then taking another shot. Manual exposure 
bracketing makes it easy to customize your bracketing based on the scene by taking 
more shots for high contrast scenes and fewer shots for low contrast ones.  

Auto exposure bracketing, or AEB, tells the camera to bracket the shot for you. AEB is 
included on most advanced cameras and many allow you to customize the number of 
bracketed shots and the exposure difference between each one. 

If the scene has a high level of contrast, or you’re just really not sure that your exposure 
settings are even in the right ballpark, adding to the number of bracketed shots or 
setting a higher exposure compensation value increases the exposure range the 
camera captures for a wider range to choose from later. 

AEB is a simple way to bracket — the trickiest part is just finding out where the setting is 
located on your particular camera model. And for that, there’s exploration, the camera 
manual, Camera Fast Start classes, or of course, Google. 

SHOULD YOU USE PHOTO BRACKETING ALL THE TIME? 

Exposure bracketing is a helpful technique for getting that exposure dead-on. Using 
AEB is a quick, efficient way of taking advantage of the method. But, while those shots 
are one right after another, the slight delay may not be for every shooting scenario. If 
you’re shooting sports using burst mode, you’ll have three different exposure values 
mixed into that burst, which could mean that the shot with the right timing has the wrong 
exposure. 

Using AEB also means you’ll be shooting three times the number of photos in about the 
same amount of time. This means you will run out of film - or space on your digital 
camera’s memory card - faster.  

When detail is paramount and the exposure is tricky, bracketing helps ensure you leave 
the shoot with the shots you need.  

 


